
Ark EncountEr Williamstown, 
ky.: Answers in Genesis (aig) 
hopes to build a $73 million theme 
park with a full-scale ark and a zoo. 
Later stages would feature Babel 
and recreate a sinful antediluvian 
city. Despite heavy media attention, 
funding is slow, and revenues from 
aig’s nearby Creation Museum 
have declined.

BurnhAm roAd ministriEs 
Florenceville, new Brunswick: 
Pastor Paul Smith also says he re-
ceived a vision telling him to build 
an ark. He got further than Greene, 
but his 1993 building is only a two-
thirds replica—and probably not 
seaworthy. 

SPOTLIGHT: A Flood of Arks
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Top row from left: Courtesy of Ark Encounter, John A. Bone, Anoek De Groot / AFP / Newscom, HK Arun / Wikimedia Commons 
Bottom row from left: Andree Lau / Flickr, Thesaveachild.com, Courtesy of San Antonio Cornerstone, Noyantapan-armare.com

k Even when John C. Whitcomb and Henry M. Morris’s The  
Genesis Flood was a bestseller in the 1960s, and various would-be 
Indiana Joneses in the ’80s and ’90s were claiming to have found 
the remnants of Noah’s ark, there were no significant efforts to 
build a 300-cubit replica of the biblical vessel. In recent years, 
however, a global flotilla has launched (or hopes to).  
Perhaps to blame is the 2007 comedy flop Evan Almighty, 
which used a full-sized replica in filming (though much of 
it was plastic). If Evan had an effect, watch out for next 
year’s Noah, starring Russell Crowe.

Ark vAn noAch dordrecht, 
netherlands: in December, con-
struction company owner Johan 
Huibers became the first to build 
a full-sized ark model that actually 
floats. (He built a half-size version 
in 2004.) the $1.3 million project 
weighs 3,000 tons. Huibers had 
wanted to take it to the London 
olympics, but couldn’t meet cod-
ing regulations.

God’s Ark oF sAFEty Frost-
burg, md.: in 1974, Church of the 
Brethren pastor richard Greene 
had a series of visions, suggest-
ing he recreate noah’s ark next 
to i-68. He’s been working on the 
project ever since. it’s debt free, 
but so far it’s also just a steel 
frame of the first third.

noAh’s Ark PArk And  
rEsort ma Wan island, hong 
kong: open since May 2009, this 
theme park includes not only the  
first full-sized replica of noah’s ark, 
but also gardens, a solar telescope, 
and evangelistic displays. the 
downside: its Christian benefac-
tors (the third-wealthiest people in 
Hong Kong) are on trial on bribery 
and corruption charges.

noAh’s Ark PArk /  
mEssiAhvillE Broomfield, 
colo.: Baptist pastor tommy 
Moore announced plans to create 
the world’s first full-sized ark  
replica in 2001. He tells ct he’s 
still actively fundraising for it.

unnAmEd ProjEct yerevan, 
Armenia: Why would you have  
an ark without Mt. Ararat? that’s  
the thinking behind a new govern-
ment-backed plan for the capital  
city to eventually host an ark 
theme park in view of the famous 
mountain in nearby turkey.

thE Ark, cornErstonE 
church san Antonio: the new 
children’s building at the John Ha-
gee–founded church doesn’t evoke 
noah from the outside. But inside 
it’s a $5 million, two-story, Disney-
style attraction, complete with 
animatronic animals.

Ark vAn noAch

	 	


