
k The past 10 years have seen countless 
impassioned debates over the Global War on 
Terror, most of which have been saturated in 
theological arguments: What makes a just war? 
What are the ethics of interrogation? What is 
the U.S.’s relationship with Islam? The killing 
of Osama bin Laden was no different, and in 
the days afterward one question dominated: 
Was it wrong to celebrate? To cheer? Even to be 
happy? While crowds celebrated in the streets, 
Christian theologians seemed united in their 
call for solemn reflection and thanksgiving.

SPOTLIGHT: Rejoicing in the Death of the Wicked
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71% Evangelicals who said a presidential candidate’s  
views on terrorism will influence their vote in 2012. (Taxes 
ranked slightly higher as an influencing factor, at 76%.)

50% Americans overall who said this.

28% Atheists and agnostics who said this. 

Proverbs 24:17 
“Do not gloat when 
your enemy falls; 

when they stumble, 
do not let your 
heart rejoice.”

Shared by Michael  
Hyatt, among others

Psalm 138:8 
“The Lord will 
make perfect 

the things that 
concern me.”

Unrelated tweet 
shared by Rev. Run

Proverbs 21:15 
“When justice is 

done, it brings joy 
to the righteous but 
terror to evildoers.” 

Shared by  
Rick Warren

Ezekiel 33:11 
“As surely as I live, 

declares the Sovereign 
Lord, I take no plea- 
sure in the death of  

the wicked, but rather 
that they turn from 
their ways and live.”

Retributive justice is sober justice.  
The reason for this is simple—God  
is capable of vengeance, which is 

perfectly true to his own righteous-
ness and perfection—but human 

beings are not. [Celebrating in the 
streets] looks far more like we are 

simply taking satisfaction in the death 
of an enemy. That kind of revenge just 
produces greater numbers of enemies.

— Albert Mohler

Rejoicing in the death of another, 
however wicked, involves  

forgetting the depths of our  
own depravity and the astonishing 

reality of our own salvation. 
— Gideon Strauss

The fact that we are all sinners, and 
that we all deserve death and judg-
ment, is quite true. But if we hasten 
to remind ourselves of this reality at 

moments like this, the effect is not to 
heighten our sense of awareness of 

sin, but rather to flatten it.
— Douglas Wilson

Americans’ feelings about bin Laden’s death,  
the night of the announcement:

Pew Research Center

Bible Versus
The most-shared verses on Twitter and Facebook  
in the 12 hours after the news broke.                Source: Stephen Smith’s OpenBible.info

American evangelicals  
are two times as likely 
as their neighbors to oppose a decrease in terrorism 
defense spending, though only slightly more likely 
to favor an increase in such spending.  Pew Research Center
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72% 
Relieved

60%
Proud

58%
Happy

16%
Afraid

MoRE on THE DisCussion AT ChristianityToday.com/go/binladenk


