
From what you’ve read and heard, is there solid evidence that the average temperature on earth 
has been getting warmer over the past few decades, or not? (If yes, ask:) Do you believe that the 
earth is getting warmer mostly because of human activity such as burning fossil fuels, OR mostly 
because of natural patterns in the earth’s environment (options rotated)? 
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Yes 71 58 73 70 74 
   Because of human activity    47    34    48    44    58 
   Because of natural patterns    18    17    19    20    10 
   Don’t know/refused    6    7    6    6    6 
No 21 31 19 22 18 
Mixed/some evidence (vol.) 3 3 3 3 3 
Don’t know/refused (vol.) 5 8 5 5 5 
 100 100 100 100 100 
(Sample size) (1502) (352) (340) (288) (161) 
 
Source:  Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, April 2008. 
 
 
 
 
In your view, is global warming a very serious problem, somewhat serious, not too serious, or not 
a problem? 
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Very/somewhat serious 73 59 77 73 80 
   Very serious    44    34    45    40    49 
   Somewhat serious    29    25    32    33    31 
Not too serious/not a problem 24 37 20 25 19 
   Not too serious    13    19    9    16    9 
   Not a problem    11    18    11    9    10 
Don’t know/refused (vol.) 3 4 3 2 1 
 100 100 100 100 100 
(Sample size) (1502) (352) (340) (288) (161) 
 
Source:  Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, April 2008. 
 


