
k Like the settlers of Plymouth Colony who celebrated 
their Thanksgiving feast 389 years ago, today’s refugees 
and asylum seekers have fled their homelands because 
of persecution of several kinds—not just religious. So 
connected are questions of religious liberty and political 
freedom that the U.S. government does not distinguish 
the grounds for asylum in its statistics. It does, however, 
distinguish between asylum seekers (those who apply 
for status inside the U.S. or a port of entry) and refugees 
(those who seek help while outside U.S. borders). 

SPOTLIGHT: Today’s Pilgrims

Number of asylees or refugees to the u.s.

2009 data

	 N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0   |   C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A y 11

Source: Department of Homeland Security  
Office of Immigration Statistics 

Note: Due to differences in definitions and methodology,  
Department of Homeland Security data on refugees and asylum 
seekers differ from UNHCR data. Reports on global refugee and 
asylum trends are at unhcr.org/statistics.html.

China #1
6,109 | 27.6%

Venezuela #7
583 | 2.6%

Guatemala #8
513 | 2.3%

Haiti #3
998 | 4.5%

Cuba #5
4,800 | 6.4%

DR Congo #9
1,135 | 1.5%

Burundi #10
762 | 1%

Eritrea #7
1,571 | 2.1%

Somalia #6
4,189 | 5.6%

Iran #4
5,381 | 7.2%

Bhutan #3
13,452 | 18%

Burma #2
18,202 | 24.4%

Vietnam #8
1,486 | 2%

Colombia #4
908 | 4.5%

Nepal #6
671 | 3%

Russia #9
494 | 2.2%

Iraq #5
908 | 4.1%
Iraq #1
18,838 | 25.3%

Ethiopia #2
1,113 | 5%

Egypt #10
481 | 2.2%
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  Top 10 U.S. States For:

REFUGEES
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Others  
37.6%

Il 3.4%
Wa 3.5%

NC 3%

Ca 15.1%

TX 11%

AZ 5.8%

NY 5.9%

Fl 5.6%
Mi 4.7%

Ga 4.4%

Iraq #1         Country and Rank

18,838 | 25.3%       % of asylees or refugees to the u.s.
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